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Stalker is an interdisciplinary group of architects, landscape architects, artists and more, founded in Rome, 1993. It 
is named after a movie of A. Tarkowskij, in which a mysterious, forbidden and hostile ‘zone’ is crossed by the fearless 
stalker. Like him, they explore what others dislike or even fear: the interstitial urban spaces, the forgotten, abandoned 
areas that form the built city’s negative. 

The group has launched several successful interventions, often in cooperation with other artists and with interim-users.
To them, the de’rive-tour was a method of creating different meanings for the un-named and abandoned areas around 
Rome’s outskirts. Lorenzo Romito: “(We learnt that) these voids have never been empty, and that they contain a hy-
bridisation of strange natural life and defective constructions. Less planned and regulated and on the margin of the 
capitalistic system, these spaces are emerging as fertile environments that signal a different urbanization.” As it was 
hardly probable that the municipality would agree to leave all these areas to themselves; the result of the intervention 
was merely to generate a shift in the perception of them.

                       To the group, areas usually regarded as being useless, abandoned voids, have their own value and 
legitimation: They are successively re-overtaken by nature, which, together with neglected human fabrication, forms an 
imagined architecture that provides a resort for those members of society who don’t have anywhere else to go. They 
are, in fact, in full use, the group refers to them as ‘actual territories’: spaces of possibility, spaces in becoming.
To perceive this special richness, a special approach is necessary: as the territories have fallen out of time and envi-
ronment; the usual tools of apprehension fail. They have to be directly, physically witnessed, and the best archive for 
the result is not a map or scheme or anything representative, but the human mind. Of special importance is the mo-
ment of entering the territory: The shift from common ground to an area where everything is in transformation equals a 
shift in perception: curiosity is augmented and the senses sharpened. The crossing is undertaken on foot, which allows 
an intense and immediate experience, which Stalker describe as an act of creation: the otherwise highly disparate “jux-
taposition of time and space” is being composed into a coherent topography. Stalker wish to prevent these areas from 
being tidied up, as they have formed and still form the structure of the city, which would otherwise appear homogene-
ous, plain, dead.

The area is systematically and repeatly being crossed; an exact knowledge of its complex structure 
is generated in the stalker’s mind. The public and the interim-users are encouraged to intensify their 
interest in and their claim on the area.

In order to achieve a higher level of perception, an unusual closeness and slowlyness is established 
while approaching the area: long on-foot-expeditions, camping on site for several days. Drawings, 
plans, photos. 

Filmstill: The Stalker in the Zone. From: Andrei Tarkowskij, Stalker, USSR 1979.
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Four Images from the de’rive-tour, © Stalker-group. Periphery of Rome, Summer 1995. 
Source: http://digilander.libero.it/stalkerlab/tarkowsky/manifesto/manifest.htm

Stalker carefully design a route, crossing from what has been known and successively assembled for ages, through to abandoned areas 
in transition/possibility - and back in again. Source: Own graphic using an antique map of Rome combined with filmstills from “Stalker”


